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1. The  Kalthof  incident   (Customs  post  on  the  frontier  of  East

Prussia).

A troop of the S.A. collected before a house occupied by the
Polish Customs officials and threatened them. The officials withdrew.
The assailants entered the house and ransacked it.

Informed of the incident, the Polish Commissioner-General made
it known that he was sending his deputy, M. Perkowski, to the
spot, and informed the Danzig authorities who agreed to have him
accompanied by the police. A few moments later, the same authorities
telephoned to say that they had no police available. M. Perkowski
therefore went alone by car to Kalthof.

While he was visiting the ransacked building, a group of
"unknown persons" attacked his car which was parked outside. The
chauffeur, after firing two shots in the air, fired on his assailants.
One of them was killed. The dead man turned out to be an S.A.
from Marienburg in East Prussia, Griibnau by name.

The crowd scattered immediately. M. Perkowski and his
chauffeur joined the Customs officials, who had taken refuge in a
neighbouring railway station, and had themselves conveyed on a
railway engine to Tczew, in Polish territory.

The German version separates the two portions of the incident.
It explains Griibnau's death in the following manner: "A citizen
was going through a deserted village in a taxi when he was killed by
a Polish chauffeur who had first dazzled the taxi-driver with his
headlights."

As a sequel to the incident the Polish Commissioner-General
transmitted to the Senate of Danzig a note in which:

(1)  He pointed out that the Polish Government could not admit
that the work of the Polish Customs officials should be interfered with
in any way.

(2)  He demanded that an enquiry should be held.

(3)  He claimed compensation for damages.

(4)  He insisted upon a clear and precise declaration as to the
guarantees that the Senate was disposed to give to ensure the security
of the Polish minority in the Free City.

The Senate, on its part, sent a protest on account of the death
of the S.A. Griibnau, demanding also compensation, sanctions and
apologies.

At this stage the Polish Customs officials returned to their post.

To the note of the Polish Commissioner-General, the Senate has
just replied with two notes. In the first it declared itself unable to
accept the Polish version of the incident and refused to accede to
the requests of the Polish Commissioner-General. In the second, the
Senate requested the recall of M. Perkowski, the Commissioner-
General's deputy, and of the Polish Inspector General of Customs
and one of his collaborators. The Danzig note accused M. Perkowski
of taking advantage of his diplomatic rights to flee into Polish territory
taking with him the murderer, thus enabling the latter to escape from
the Danzig justice.